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 Player Participation Policy  
 

Preamble 
Player participation is a core value of Souths Junior Cricket Club (SJCC).  
 
This Player Participation Policy sets out the participation expectations for all players at 
SJCC for summer and winter seasons.  
 
All parents, coaches and game officials are reminded that junior cricket is for the 
enjoyment of the children participating. This principle should guide all decisions regarding 
participation in junior cricket at SJCC. 
 
This Player Participation Policy is written in the context of the Cricket Australia junior cricket 

formats as adopted by the Metropolitan South West Junior Cricket Association (MSW) for the 

pre-Christmas and post-Christmas seasons and in accordance with the Warehouse Cricket 

formats for the winter season. 

Note that these requirements are SJCC policy and not MSW rules and not all clubs follow 

the same approach. 

 
Policy Statement  

1. Player participation is to be a key focus in all formats and all players will be given 
an equal opportunity to play cricket at SJCC.  
 

2. Player safety is to be the first consideration in all formats with respect to conduct 
of games.  

 
3. SJCC expects coaches, managers and captains to manage games in a way that 

maximises participation and enjoyment of all team members in the game. Suitable 
to a player’s ability and subject to safety, some degree of batting or bowling rotation 
will be required, to ensure participation and player interest is maintained. No child 
wants to play if they are relegated to a fielding only position in a team.  

 
4. Some teams may have more than 7 players (stage 1), 9 players (stage 2) or 11 

players (stage 3 or winter cricket), hence players will need to be rotated on and off 
the field during the game in an equitable manner. All players can participate in the 
game (i.e. bat, bowl, field), provided there are no more than the defined number of 
players on the field at a time for the relevant game format and subject to normal 
batting and bowling rules (e.g. no more than the defined number of wickets during 
an innings relevant to the game format). 

 
5. The Stage 1 formats are development formats and non-competitive in terms of 

there is no premiership. Batting and bowling orders and captaincy role shall be 
100% rotated from week to week. The recommended approach is to bowl the 
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reverse of the batting order. That is, if a player bats first, that player is last in the 
bowling order and vice versa. Generally, the first two batters in week one drop to 
the bottom of the batting order in week two, and each player moves up two spots 
in the batting order and so on from week to week. Fielding positions are generally 
rotated each over of the game by the coach.  
 

6. The Stage 2 - Intermediate format is a development format in the context of 
competitive games. There is a premiership in this stage however SJCC does not 
place winning premierships above participation. Batting and bowling orders and 
captaincy role shall be 100% rotated from week to week, subject to player safety 
and player requests (i.e. do not make a player open the batting if they don’t want 
to). The recommended approach is to bowl the reverse of the batting order. That 
is, if a player bats first, that player is last in the bowling order and vice versa. 
Bowlers may bowl single or multiple overs in rotation as decided by the coach 
during the game. However, coaches should aim for bowlers to bowl generally the 
same number of overs, subject to the over limitations of the game. Generally, the 
first two batters in week one drop to the bottom of the batting order in week two, 
and each player moves up two spots in the batting order and so on from week to 
week. SJCC recommends coaches retire batters at or shortly after the minimum 
number of legitimate balls faced to ensure all players get the opportunity to bat, 
with retired batters returning once all batters have had the opportunity to bat. 
Fielding positions should be rotated by the coach during the game. This may be 
over by over or after several overs. In this format there may be game situations 
where the team has lost all its wickets but not all overs have been bowled. SJCC 
teams should always request the game result be declared at that point but that the 
maximum number of overs continue to be bowled in the game to maximise 
participation (subject to player safety). If this results in opportunity for a second bat 
for dismissed SJCC players, the batters who have faced the least number of balls 
generally should be first to return for a second bat. 
 

7. The Stage 2 - Advanced format is a development format in the context of 
competitive games. There is a premiership in this stage however SJCC does not 
place winning premierships above participation. Batting and bowling orders and 
captaincy role shall be rotated from week to week so that over the season players 
have opportunity to bat and bowl in each position, subject to player safety and 
player requests (i.e. do not make a player open the batting if they don’t want to). 
Coaches should rotate the bowling order from game to game and during the game 
so that bowlers have generally a similar number of overs, subject to the over 
limitations of the game. Players that bat first should not bowl first. Bowlers may 
bowl single or multiple overs in rotation as decided by the coach during the game. 
SJCC recommends coaches retire batters at or shortly after the minimum number 
of legitimate balls faced to ensure all players get the opportunity to bat, with retired 
batters returning once all batters have had the opportunity to bat. Fielding positions 
should be rotated during the game. This may be over by over or after several overs. 
The coach should develop captains to start making decisions in games for this 
format, however coach intervention may be required to ensure this policy is 

http://southsjuniorcc.qld.cricket.com.au/


 Souths Junior Cricket Club Inc. 

PO Box 6252 

Fairfield Gardens QLD 4103 

http://southsjuniorcc.qld.cricket.com.au/ 

Email: secretary@southsjuniorcricket.org.au   

 

SJCC Participation Policy Page 3 of 4 

 

complied with. In this format there may be game situations where the team has lost 
all its wickets but not all overs have been bowled. SJCC teams should always 
request the game result be declared at that point but that the maximum number of 
overs continue to be bowled in the game to maximise participation (subject to 
player safety). If this results in opportunity for a second bat for dismissed SJCC 
players, the batters who have faced the least number of balls generally should be 
first to return for a second bat. 

 
8. Stage 3 - Intermediate and under 13 and under 14 winter cricket formats are stages 

where identification of specialist batters, bowlers, wicket keepers and captains start 
to occur. Where there is sufficient depth and talent in this group, players should be 
selected with more specific roles in mind. However, some level of rotation shall still 
occur as follows. Each team’s top order batters should experience each position in 
the top order (e.g. batters 1 to 4 should be rotated around each position in the top 
order). Each team’s middle order batters should similarly experience each position 
in the middle order (e.g. batters 5 to 7 should experience each position in the 
middle order) and the team’s bowlers should be given the opportunity to bat in each 
position from 8 to 11. The team’s bowlers should likewise be rotated with each 
bowler being given experience bowling with the new ball, middle of an innings and 
bowling in the final overs of a game, during the season. This is provided as a 
recommended guide only and the actual rotation used for each team will depend 
on the talent of the group of players in the team. Coaches should be guided by the 
principle of player enjoyment stated at the start of this policy and should strive to 
ensure all players are involved in the game in more than just a fielding capacity. 
There may be game situation opportunities where the coach can give the lower 
order batsmen an opportunity at the top or middle of the order or an opportunity for 
part time bowlers (e.g. batsmen) to have a bowl. The coach should identify a core 
group of 3 or 4 players who have shown the desire, aptitude and behaviour to make 
suitable captains. The captaincy role should be rotated amongst these players. The 
coach should also identify players suitable to develop as wicket keepers and rotate 
the wicket keeping duties amongst these players. SJCC recommends coaches 
retire batters at a suitable interval subject to the game situation to ensure all batters 
get the opportunity to bat, as far as possible, with retired batters returning once all 
players have had the opportunity to bat. 

 
9. Stage 3 – Advanced and under 15 and under 16 winter cricket formats will generally 

involve batsman, wicket keepers and bowlers in specialist positions. This is subject 
to there being sufficient depth and talent in the group. Despite players generally 
being selected in specialist positions, Coaches should be guided by the principle 
of player enjoyment stated at the start of this policy and should strive to ensure all 
players are involved in the game in more than just a fielding capacity. Coaches 
may move players around during the season or game to ensure batters are getting 
opportunity to bat and bowlers are getting opportunity to bowl. There may be game 
situation opportunities where the coach can give the lower order batsmen an 
opportunity at the top or middle of the order or an opportunity for part time bowlers 
(e.g. batsmen) to have a bowl. It is recommended the coach identify 2 players who 
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have shown the desire, aptitude and behaviour to make suitable captains. The 
captaincy role should be rotated amongst these players. The coach should also 
rotate the wicket keeping duties if the team has multiple wicket keepers. SJCC 
recommends coaches retire batters at a suitable interval subject to the game 
situation to ensure all batters get the opportunity to bat, as far as possible, with 
retired batters returning once all players have had the opportunity to bat. The coach 
should make the captains aware of this policy and guide them in decision making 
to ensure compliance with this policy. 

 
10. In addition to these rules, the MSW association may specify additional participation 

rules for particular game formats (for example: 20/20 Sunday cricket).  
 

11. Junior cricket is not Test Cricket. The focus of games and training is to be about 
the kids’ enjoyment, not about the parents and not about winning at all costs. 
Coaches and managers should apply common sense in managing games and 
training in a way that maximises enjoyment by all team members.  

 
 

Date Adopted: Revised and Adopted AGM 7 August 2019 
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